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A NEWLOCALITY FOR ORCHIS ROTUNDIFOLIA
VAR. LINEATA. —Dr. A. E. Porsild, National Museum
of Canada, in 1989, received from Mr. W. C. McCalla,
Calgary, Alberta, a photograph of an Orchis rotundi folia

Banks, which differed from the typical plant in having
broad, longitudinal, purple stripes instead of the usual

purple dots on the lower lip. Specimens were not available

for study at the time, but later the Museum received five

specimens which had been collected by Mr. McCalla June
27, 1932 in damp mossy woods at Elk water Lake, Cypress
Hills, Alberta. In 1941, Mr. Henry Mousleyi described the
variety in detail and applied the name O. rotundifolia var.

lineata. Isotypes were retained by Mr. McCalla and one
was also placed in the Gray Herbarium. As far as can be
determined no other localities have been reported for this

variety.

During the summer of 1959, the writer was park natural-

ist for the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests in

Sibley Park, a small peninsula projecting from the north

shore of Lake Superior just east of Port Arthur. Here, on
July 6, 1959, in a habitat similar to that described by Mr.
McCalla, was found the variety lineata. About 100 plants

were seen in an area of 300 square yards growing among
Habenaria kyperborea, H. obtusata, Listera cor data, Em-
petrum nigrum, Kalmia polifolia, Gaultheria hispidula, and
Andromeda glaucophylia. A thorough search was made for

other stands, but none was found.

This is the first record of variety lineata within the range
of Gray's Manual. Specimens from this station have been

placed in the herbarium of the Ontario Agricultural College,

Guelph, Ontario, and in the Gray Herbarium, Harvard Uni-
versity. —Vincent Elliott, science department, district

HIGH SCHOOL, WHITBY, ONTARIO.
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